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CRANE DATA SURVEY PREDICTS 9.1% GROWTH in MM FUND ASSETS in 2007
Crane President Sees Even Greater Growth of 15% 
Las Vegas, NV, OCTOBER 15, 2006 – Money fund assets will grow 9.1% next year, based on a survey of money fund and “cash” professionals conducted by Crane Data LLC, a money market and mutual fund information company. Findings from the “2007 Outlook” survey were released today at the opening of the Association of Financial Professionals (AFP) annual conference in Las Vegas, Nevada. They are also included in the October issue of Money Fund Intelligence™, Crane Data’s monthly newsletter. Those surveyed also expect money fund yields, currently at 4.99% as measured by the Crane 100 Money Fund Index, to be at 4.7% at year end (with the Fed funds target rate at 5.0%). Online trading portals and consolidation were identified as the two most important issues for the money fund business in 2007. 
Compared to the survey concensus, Crane Data president Peter G. Crane is forecasting stronger growth in money fund assets in 2007, with a prediction of 15%. Crane cites the following factors in his bullish asset forecast for money funds: historically high nominal and real returns; the psychological and practical impact of 5% rates; the significant advantage money fund yields hold over bank savings and “sweep” products; the continued attractiveness of “cash” vs. stocks, bonds, and alternative “hedge” assets; and, an expected surge in institutional inflows due to the flat-to-falling rate environment.  

At today’s AFP annual conference, Crane Data also announced the launch of its new website, http://www.cranedata.us. The new, sleeker interactive site will offer a daily “Link of the Day” feature, daily updates of the Crane 100 Money Fund Index, and a daily “top 5” ranking of individual and institutional money funds, as well as news, links to important industry websites, a money fund blog, and search capability. The site, which already offers the most extensive free collection of commentary and resources on money market funds and cash investing on the web, will soon allow subscribers to browse archives, and trade expertise.

Crane Data LLC was formed in April, 2006, by Peter G. Crane, formerly vice president and managing editor at iMoneyNet. Crane is joined by co-founder and chief technology officer Shaun Cutts, a computer and statistics professional. Crane Data, based in Westboro, Massachusetts, is developing a series of reports, indexes, and analytics, and is building an extensive database of money market and mutual fund statistics. Full survey and outlook results and the most recent issue of Money Fund Intelligence™ may be obtained by e-mailing pete@cranedata.us or by calling 1-508-439-4419. More info on Crane Data may also be found at http://www.cranedata.us.
