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CRANE DATA INTRODUCES MONEY FUND INTELLIGENCE™ 
First Product from New Mutual Fund Information Provider

WeSTBORO, MASS., MAY 17, 2006 -- Peter G. Crane, founder and president of Crane Data LLC, today announced the launch of Money Fund Intelligence™, an 8-page monthly PDF publication that will initially cover the 200 largest money market funds (those with assets over $2 billion), representing over 70% ($1.43 trillion) of the $2+ trillion money fund marketplace. 
Money Fund Intelligence™ is the first product from Crane Data LLC, a mutual fund information company which was formed in April, 2006, by Crane, former vice president and managing editor at iMoneyNet, the leading provider of money market mutual fund data. Crane is joined by co-founder and chief technology officer Shaun Cutts, a computer and statistics professional. Crane Data, based in Westboro, Massachusetts, is developing a series of reports, indexes, and analytics, and is building an extensive database of money market and mutual fund statistics. 

Crane expects Money Fund Intelligence’s™ coverage to expand over the next several months to include all money market funds with over $1 billion in assets. MFI contains commentary, analysis, news, and research on money market funds and securities, bank savings products, and the short-term “cash” investment market. 

Money Fund Intelligence™ also contains a new choice in money market mutual fund averages, the Crane Money Fund Index™, available in Taxable, Tax Exempt, Institutional, and Individual peer groupings. The PDF also contains the first brokerage sweep account benchmark, the Crane Sweep Index™, and contains a ranking and index of the highest-yielding bank deposits, the Crane Top Bank Savings Index™. The newsletter’s performance information will also be available in XLS format starting in June 2006.

Crane says, “While investors have thousands of mutual fund choices, the number of information and index providers has been limited. Crane Data was formed to provide competition and fresh ideas to the mutual fund information marketplace, to provide more focused peer groups to institutions, and to provide more manageable investment choices to investors by concentrating on the largest funds and fund providers. The biggest funds hold a significant performance advantage over smaller funds via their lower expense ratios and economies of scale; they bring the added safety of deeper-pocketed parents with recognized brand names.
“We look forward to working with fund companies, investment professionals, and institutional and individual investors to bring faster, cheaper, and cleaner fund performance information and benchmarks to market via our entirely electronic collection methods.”

Sample issues of Money Fund Intelligence™ or other information about Crane Data can be obtained by e-mailing pete@cranedata.us or by calling 1-508-439-4419. 
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